A collaborative approach to developing "learning synergy" in primary health care.
Supporting and enhancing clinical learning for pre registration nursing students continues to be a challenge for nurse educators. The drive of recent and contemporary nurse education policy in the United Kingdom (UK) has re-emphasised the need for nurse educators to be instrumental in the support and development of clinical learning [United Kingdom Central Council for Nursing, Midwifery and Health Visiting (UKCC), 1999. Fitness for Practice (The Peach Report). UKCC, London; Department of Health, 1999. Making a Difference. Strengthening the Nursing, Midwifery and Health Visiting Contribution to Health and Healthcare, DOH, HMSO]. This paper presents a preliminary study of an action research project, identifying how nurse educators can facilitate new ways of learning in practice. Predominantly, a first person inquiry approach is adopted, supplemented by qualitative approaches, reflecting the journey of the author in relation to her role as nurse educator in practice. This was enriched by engaging with students and mentors from the author's clinical link area, who had participated in a new initiative to develop small tutorial groups designed for students undertaking their primary health care placement, within year two of a Fitness for Practice programme within the UK. Students' and mentors' experiences and stories, were appraised using qualitative and self-reflexive techniques. The role of the nurse educator in clinical practice is demonstrated, as is the importance of successful collaboration between educators and practitioners to establish high quality learning environments for students.